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SECTION 1: Introduction   

 

Company Profile 

 

Our mission is to restore and maintain the health, integrity  

and beauty of our clientsô land and water resources.  

 

Tallgrass Restorationôs (ñTallgrassò) project ecologists use best management practices of 

ecological restoration to enhance and restore wetlands, woodlands and prairies in natural 

areas and in urban settings for native landscaping, rain gardens and naturalized detention 

basins.  

 

Promoting the functions and values of native plants, Tallgrass works with clients to foster 

sustainable landscapes ranging from forest preserves to private estates. Tallgrass participates 

in collaborative professional teams to work on environmental projects for the preservation 

and restoration of our natural resources. Paramount is the belief that restoration must benefit 

the larger environment in which we live, enriching the natural heritage of people, plants, and 

animals and improving ecology and native habitats throughout the Midwest.  

 

Since 1997, Tallgrass has had continued success with restoring and maintaining native 

ecosystems throughout Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan.   

 

Scope of Services  

 

From its inception, Tallgrass has continued to effectively complete a wide array of 

environmental projects:  

 

¶ Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Projects 

o Streambank Stabilization 

o Erosion Control Matting and Blankets 

o Ravine Erosion Control  

¶ Native Plant Installation 

o Drill Seeding  

o Wetland Enhancements 

o Native Landscaping 

o Native Gardens 

o Rain Gardens 

o Wildlife Habitat Enhancements  

¶ Naturalized Detention Basins 

o Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

o Shoreline Stabilization 

o Native Plant Installation 

o Stewardship/Maintenance  

¶ Natural Areas Stewardship and Maintenance 

o Prescribed Burns 

o Invasive Species Control 
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o Invasive Brush Clearing 

o Custom Herbicide Applications 

o Ecological Mowing 

 

¶ Tallgrassô consulting services include:  

 

¶ Land Planning  

o Vegetative Assessments 

o Restoration Management Plans 

o Native Landscape Design 

o Project Management  

¶ Wetland Services  

 

 

Clients 

 

Our clients are divided into four sectors: private, government, corporate, and nonprofit. The 

private sector accounts for 20% of our company revenue and contains the highest number of 

clients.  

 

The Government sector accounts for another 20% of Tallgrassô revenues and includes forest 

preserve districts, conservation districts, park districts, state and federal conservation 

agencies, and local units of government.  

 

Our corporate sector clients account for 35% of Tallgrassô business and include regional 

developers, property management companies, homeowners associations, and corporate 

campuses as well as subcontracting work with larger firms.  

 

Nonprofit sector clients account for the last 25% of Tallgrassô business and include land 

trusts, community groups, and other environmental organizations. Nonprofits provide 

Tallgrass with recognition, marketing and networking opportunities. In addition, word of 

mouth from the nonprofit sector is invaluable to Tallgrassô reputation as a quality ecological 

service company.  
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Current Clients:  

Public 
Addison Park District 

Barrington Area Conservation 

Trust 

Barrington Park District  

Batavia Park District 

Batten International Airport 

Chicago Park District 

Citizens for Conservation  

Dundee Township 

DuPage County FPD  

Elgin High School 

Elk Grove Park District 

Elkhorn Middle School  

FPD Cook County 

FPD Kane County  

FPD Will County  

Fox Valley Park District  

Glencoe Park District 

Hoffman Estates Park District 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources 

Indiana Dept of Natural Resources  

Indian Creek Watershed 

Partnership  

Inverness Park District 

Kane County Development Dept 

Kohlôs Childrenôs Museum 

Liberty Prairie Conservancy 

Madison Parks Department  

Madison Police Department  

McHenry County Conservation 

District 

Mettawa Open Lands Association  

Mill Creek HOA 

Mundelein Park District  

Nature Conservancy 

Northfield Park District  

Palatine Park District 

Town of Koshkonong  

Town of Linn 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Vernon Hills Park District  

Village of Glenview, IL  

Village of Homewood Public 

Works 

Village of Long Grove 

Village of North Barrington 

Village of Roselle 

Village of Streamwood 

Village of Twin Lakes 

Waukegan Park District  

Waukesha County Parks Dept 

West Chicago Park District 

Wisconsin Dept of Natural 

Resources 

 

Private 
Allied Waste 

American Gardens, Inc 

Avant Garden & Landscaping 

Baxter Healthcare 

Bertog Landscape Company 

Breezy Hill Nursery 

Brickman Group, Ltd.  

Cambridge Homes/DR Horton 

Clauss Brothers, Inc.  

Collage of American 

Pathologists 

Continental Automotive 

Systems 

Cornerstone Property Mgmt. 

Cowhey Gundmundsen Leder 

Clover Ridge HOA 

Club at Strawberry Creek 

Country Lane at Wadsworth 

Lake HOA 

Countryside Industries 

Creative Edge Landscape 

Creekside HOA 

Crestview HOA 

CVS Pharmacy 

Dunhaven Woods HOA 

DSI Realty  

Erickson Management Co. 

Estates at Inverness Park HOA 

Fields of Cambridge HOA 

Friendship Village 

Glen Shore Condo HOA 

Glencoe Park District 

Glenwood School 

Heatherwood Estates HOA 

Hey & Associates 

Highland Lakes Condo 

Association 

Hillcrest Property Mgmt. 

Hoerr-Schaudt 

Huff & Huff, Inc.  

ILT Vignocchi 

James Martin Associates 

Janesville Gazette 

Kellogg Company 

Kenosha Grounds Cover, Inc.  

Kettle Ingredients 

Klein Tools  

Lifetime Fitness 

McGill Management  

Midwest Forestree 

Mill Creek HOA 

Naperville Country Club 

Pepper Tree Farms 

Planning Resources, Inc.  

Prairie Village Retirement 

Community  

Property Specialists, Inc. 

Redwing View HOA 

Renaissance Hotel and 

Conference Center  

Reflections at Hidden Lake 

HOA 

River Bend HOA 

Ruth Lake Country Club 

Ryco Landscape 

Sanctuary of Lake Bluff HOA 

Scott Bryon & Company 

Sebert Landscape  

Sedgewood Cove HOA 

Sheffield Towne Association 

Sho-Deen, Inc.  

Sonoma HOA 

Summit Management 

Specialists, Inc.  

Tallgrass Land Conservation  

The Care of Trees  

Timber Trails HOA 

Timbers Edge HOA 

Traditions @ Harvest Hills 

HOA 

Univision Radio 

Valley Lakes HOA 

Villa Management, Ltd.  

Villas of Indian Ridge 

Vivekenanda Center 

Westmore Apartments 

Westover Farms HOA 

Wildlife Discovery Center @ 

Elawa Farm 

Willow Glen Townhomes 

Winchester Estates HOA 

Woodland Contractors 
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We have had the privilege of completing over 750 client projects since Tallgrass was first 

founded. These clients, both past and present, are very important to us and we have an 

obligation to protect their privacy. A portion of our clients have given us permission to 

release their names on a selective basis.  If you require a detailed list, please contact us for 

further information.  

SECTION 2: On-the-Ground Services 

Soil Erosion and Sediment Control 

Soil erosion and 

sedimentation negatively 

affect the local 

environment. When 

ground is exposed to the 

impacts of rainfall and the 

elements there is an 

increase in the volume 

and velocity of runoff. 

This sets off a chain 

reaction that results in the 

transport and deposition 

of sediment as well as 

reduced stream capacity. 

Additionally, suspended 

sediment contributes to a 

decline in water quality.  

 

Not only are shorelines subject to erosion, but ravines, hillsides, and bluffs can fall victim to 

deterioration. Depending on the severity of the problem, ranging from a gradual water flow 

to a landslide, controlling and preventing soil from eroding is a major concern. Using native 

vegetation to stabilize the soil prevents erosion and allows rainfall infiltration reducing 

sediment loads and runoff downstream while improving wildlife habitat and aesthetics. 

Native plants also reduce the movement of sediment, nutrients, and other chemicals carried 

by runoff to receiving waters, and protect groundwater supplies by absorbing the pollutants 

in the runoff within their root zones.  

 

Tallgrass professionally installs soil erosion and sediment control products for large and 

small scale commercial, industrial, and residential projects. Our experience includes stream 

bank stabilizations, naturalized detention basins, and ravine stabilization and restoration.  

 

Native Plant Installations 

The fundamental basis for using native plant species for improved soil erosion and sediment 

control in streams and storm water facilities is that native plants have extensive root systems 

which improve the ability of the soil to infiltrate water and withstand wet or erosive 

conditions. For instance, the particles carry pollutants such as phosphorous and may destroy 

bottom dwelling species habitat. More importantly, suspended sediment will partially or 
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completely block sunlight, reducing photosynthesis which decreases plant growth and 

dissolved oxygen. 

 

There are three basic reasons to support native plant restoration. First, restoration improves 

the functionality of the natural community; restored wetlands provide increased water quality 

and quantity by storing rainfall and filtering out the pollutants before recharging our 

groundwater and/or streams and rivers, and the deep-root systems of native plants prevent 

soil erosion and sedimentation as well as provide greater infiltration for the soil.  

 

Second, the plants will provide ethically pleasing bursts of colors that change throughout the 

growing season. A well-managed natural community improves the look of the area by adding 

diversity of plants which leads to more song birds and butterflies. Since native plants are 

perennials there is less cost as compared to planting yearly annuals.   

 

Canada geese prefer non-

vegetated shorelines and 

mowed turf side-slopes, which 

allows quick access to the 

waterôs edge and provides an 

unlimited food source. This 

results in large amounts of 

droppings that degrade water 

quality and present a potential 

health risk. Installation of native 

vegetation on the shoreline 

creates a permanent, effective 

barrier which makes it difficult 

for geese to move from water to 

land. It also eliminates the food 

source provided by turf grass 

and provides cover for potential predators which discourages Canada geese.  

 

Lastly, promoting native restoration is ecologically important.  There are many species of 

plants, animals, and other organisms that are listed as threatened or endangered or of special 

concern. Some ecosystems are considered rare and imperiled. An oak savanna is the perfect 

example of a disappearing ecosystem, one that cannot be recreated but must be restored. 

Restoring natural communities improves wildlife habitat, and provides much needed feeding 

grounds for wildlife. Wetlands and prairies are natureôs storm water systems and can help 

decrease flooding.  

 

The ecologists of Tallgrass have the expertise to design, install, and maintain these natural 

communities. Our installation services can help in the certification process for Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) designations. Improving your natural 

communities provides you with a sustainable and healthy environment.  
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Naturalized Detention Basins 

A conventional detention basin consists of a riprap lined shallow-water basin surrounded by 

turf grass side-slopes. Although conventional basins provide storm water storage they do 

very little to treat the polluted storm water runoff for the receiving stream. This results in an 

increase in nonpoint source pollution downstream. Storm water runoff from developed areas 

contains a variety of pollutants including sediments, organic matter, heavy metals, bacteria, 

and nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous. 

 

A naturalized detention basin can be an 

attractive landscaped basin containing a 

variety of native plants including trees, 

shrubs, and wildflowers. Native plants 

encourage infiltration resulting in 

groundwater recharge and reduced surface 

water discharge. Naturalized detention basins 

utilize native plants to provide shoreline and 

side-slope stabilization. Not only are native 

wetland and prairie plants more reliable soil 

stabilizers than riprap and turf grass, 

additional environmental benefits such as 

improved water quality, creation of wildlife 

habitat, and year round beauty are provided.  

 

Natural Areas Stewardship and Maintenance 

Prescribed Fire: Tallgrass is licensed, certified and insured to conduct prescribed burns on 

our clientsô land. Burning is generally the most powerful tool for managing invasive species 

and improving wildlife habitats.   

 

The outcome desired and site 

characteristics dictate the 

prescription for a burn. Every aspect 

of a burn is planned well in advance 

to ensure adequate fuel loads, 

prepare fire beaks, organize staff, 

and obtain permits. Accomplishing 

specific habitat management goals 

requires training, knowledge and 

experience. 

 

To ensure smoke dispersion, weather conditions are monitored before and during prescribed 

fires. The burn boss will rely on weather forecasts when planning burns to reduce the impacts 

to local communities from smoke.   

 

Tallgrass has safely executed hundreds of prescribed burns ranging in size, difficulty, and 

habitat. Our staff has completed the National Wildfire Coordinating Groupôs  


















